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EDITORIALS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS. 


The Next Meeting of the Association will be held at the 
Ashburton Library, Ashburton Park, Lower Addiscombe Road, 
Croydon, at 7 p.m., on May 15th (mot on May 8th, as previously 
announced), when Mr. H. A. Sharp, F.L.A. (Hons.), Deputy 
Chief Librarian, Croydon Public Libraries, will give an address 
on “The Library and the Librarian: Past, Present, and 
Future.” The chair will be taken by Mr. W. C. Berwick 
Sayers, F.L.A. (Hons.), Chief Librarian. At this meeting the 
subject of amalgamation between the Library Association and 
the A.A.L., which has engaged for several months the earnest 
attention of the respective Councils, will also be open for general 
discussion. Woodside Station (Southern Railway from Char- 
ing Cross) is five minutes’ walk from the library, or buses 12 
from Central London, and 134 from Liverpool Street, 12, 54, or 
178 from East Croydon (book to Shirley Road), 178 or 197 
from Norwood Junction (book to Shirley Road or Stroud Road 
respectively), all pass Ashburton Park. 
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The afternoon arrangements give members the choice of 
three programmes, as follows: 


1.—Tour of Croydon Aerodrome, which has undergone com- 
plete re-construction since it was last visited by librar- 
ians. The Air Ministry makes a nominal charge of 6d. 
per head to cover the cost of guidance, etc. 


Assemble at West Croydon Station, 2.30 p.m. 


2.—Inspection of the new premises recently added to the 
Central Library, followed by a tour of the Whitgift 
Hospital (lately described by Archbishop Lord Davidson 
as “a treasure almost unique in England”), under the 
guidance of Mr. Alderman J. O. Pelton, J.P., Chairman 
of the Libraries Committee. 


Assemble at the Central Library, 3 p.m. 


3.—Ramble on Croham Hurst (ancient tumuli) and the Ad- 
dington Hills (heather and pinewoods), under the guid- 
ance of Messrs. J. Riches and G. W. Musgrave. ‘Total 
distance, 4-5 miles. 


Assemble at East Croydon Station, 3 p.m. 


The three parties will be conducted to the Ashburton 
Library by 5.30 p.m., for tea, by kind invitation, followed by 
an inspection of the library and grounds. 


Will members please notify Mr. A. D. Hilton Smith, 
Librarian-in-Charge, The Ashburton Library, not later than 
Saturday, May 11th, of their intention to be present and which 
party they wish to join. 


The Annual Meeting of the Association will be held on 
June 5th at Bristol, where Mr. James Ross, F.L.A., Deputy 
City Librarian, has arranged a programme which is unrivalled 
for interest and liberality even amongst the series of most 
notable meetings which this Association has enjoyed for over 
thirty years. 


_ London members will use the 8.55 a.m. train from Pad- 
dington Station (G.W.R.), arriving at Bristol (Temple Meads) 
at 11.18 a.m., and return by the 7.32 p.m. from Bristol, arriving 
Paddington at 10.25 p.m. The special cheap fare for reserved 
accommodation is 14/9 return (i.e., single fare for the double 
journey), and all money for tickets must be received by Mr. 
R. D, Hilton Smith, The Ashburton Library, Ashburton Park, 
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Croydon, by Saturday, May 25th, after which date no cheap 
fare facilities can be obtained. 


Will Divisional Secretaries please notify Mr. Hilton Smith 
by the same date of the numbers who will be travelling from 
their divisions and what time they expect to arrive at Bristol. 


The following is a synopsis of the programme :— 


11.45 a.m.—Visit to the Central Library and reception by 
Alderman Frank Sheppard, C.B.E., M.A., Chairman of the 
Libraries Committee. A special display of the treasures 
of the Library will be on view in the Reference Library. 


12.30 p.m.—Visit to Bristol Cathedral, by kind invitation of the 
Very Rev. The Dean—Dr. H. V. de Candole. In the un- 
avoidable absence of the Dean, Canon F. D. V. Narborough, 
M.A., has kindly consented to act as guide. The Chapter 
House is one of the most perfect specimens of a Roman- 
esque chamber in existence, and the Cathedral is particu- 
larly rich in literary and historical associations. 


1.15 p.m.—Lunch at the Berkeley Café, by kind invitation of 
the Lord Mayor of Bristol—Councillor W. H. Eyles—who 
will officially welcome the Association. 


2.15 p.m.—Members will be conducted in motor coaches, kindly 
provided at the expense of the Public Libraries Staff, for 
the following visits :— 


2.30 p.m.—St. Mary Redcliff Church, by kind invitation of 
the Vicar—the Rev. E. L. A. Hertslet, M.A.—who will 
act as guide. Described by Leland as “by far the fair- 
est of all churches,” St. Mary Redcliff has close associa- 
tions with Chatterton, Dr. Johnson and Boswell, Cole- 
ridge, Southey, and others. 


3 p.m.—Bedminster Branch Library (recently re-organised). 
3.30 p.m.—North District Library, and Library Bindery. 


4 p.m.—Clifton and Durdham Downs, Avon Gorge and Port- 
way to Avonmouth, under the guidance of W. W. Jervis, 
Esq., M.Sc., F.R.G.S., Head of the Department of Geo- 
graphy, Bristol University. The scenery is of great 
variety and grandeur, probably unequalled in the world, 
and the magnificent new road, Portway, follows the 
Avon for five miles to Avonmouth. 


5 p.m.—Tea in Bristol University Buildings, by kind invitation 
of the Vice-Chancellor—Thomas Loveday, Esq., M.A., 
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LL.D.—who hopes to receive the members in person. The 
new University buildings (including the Library) will be 
inspected under the guidance of W. L. Cooper, Esq., M.A, 
M.C., University Librarian. 


Opened by King George in 1925, Bristol University 
(Architect : Sir George Oatley, LL.D.) is considered to be 
one of the finest modern buildings in the world. 


6.15 p.m.—Annual Business Meeting, and Presidential Ad- 
dress by the incoming President, R. Cooper, Esq., F.L.A., 
at the University. 


7.15 p.m. (approx.)—Termination of meeting. 


The Lanston Monotype Corporation, Ltd., have very gen- 
erously undertaken to print a special programme for the 
meeting in a dignified and classic setting in Poliphilus and 
Blado type, with some use of Spanish Arabesque border— 
of special interest to librarians and students of typography. 
Our best thanks are due to the Directors for their kind- 
ness in this matter. 


Members wishing to stay in Bristol overnight should communicate 
with Mr. James Ross, F.L.A., Centval Library, Bristol, letting him 
know theiy vequirements, and he will endeavour to obtain the desired 
accommodation as reasonably as posstble. 


Obituary.—We regret to have to announce the death of 
one of our members. Miss Eleanor Bowman, who had been a 
member of the Islington Library Staff for over four years, 
died recently in hospital, after an operation. We know the 
sympathy of the Association is with her relatives, and with 
her colleagues. 


Bolton.—An enquiry by the Ministry of Health into an 
application for sanction to borrow £611,000 for Municipal 
Buildings, extensions, etc., was held in March. In this amount 
is a sum of £186,000 for the erection of a Central Library and 
Art Gallery. This building, when erected, will supersede the 
four buildings at present occupied by the Central Library De- 
partment. 


Waterloo-with-Seaforth Public Libraries.—The Chairman 
of the Council, Councillor W. Hayes, J.P., recently offered 
prizes for the two best essays on the Juvenile Library written 
by Elementary School Children. The essays were written in 
school; the subject of the competition being intimated to the 
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Head Teachers in sealed envelopes in order that no preparation 
could be made. 


Leeds.—The Leeds City Council have accepted tenders for 
the erection of a new Branch Library at Hunslet, Leeds; cost 
£15,000, £2,000 of which is for book stock. 


Intimation has been received from the Patent Office, Lon- 
don, that arrangements have been completed with the Patent 
Office, Germany, to continue the supply of the German Patent 
Specifications, suspended since 1914. 


The issues for the year ended March 3lst, 1929, total 
2,174,342, an increase of 73,116 on the previous year. 


Urgently Wanted.—Copies of the Library Assistant—one of 
December, 1928; Four of January, 1929; and Three of Febru- 
ary, 1929. Will members who have, or who can procure, spare 
copies of these numbers, please forward them as soon as possi- 
ble to the Honorary Editor, Central Library, Tottenham Lane, 
Hornsey, N.8. 


A Cricket Match will take place on August 7th, between 
a team representing the Association and the Preston House 
Cricket Club, on a playing-field in the neighbourhood of 
Kingston-on-Thames. Full details will be announced in due 
course. Meanwhile, will members wishing to play please 
notify Mr. Hilton Smith as soon as possible, as it may be possi- 
ble to secure some practice before the above date. 


Tennis.—Owing to holiday difficulties during the summer 
it is essential that the dates of any sports fixtures for the 
A.A.L. should be arranged early. Therefore, will any mem- 
bers of the Association who would like to take part in an 
afternoon’s tennis on June 20th, July 17th, or August 28th, 
please let Miss Appleby, of Richmond Public Library, know 
before May 15th which two of these dates would suit them 
best. Details of place and time will be arranged later. 


THE MOVEMENT TOWARDS UNION. 


A further step has just been taken towards cohesion of the Library 
forces of this country by the adherence of the Birmingham and District 
Library Association as a Branch of the Library Association. 


This course was decided upon at a special general meeting of mem- 
bers of the Birmingham and District Library Association, held on March 
14th, when it was unanimously resolved to form, as from April Ist, 1929,a 
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“Library Association: Birmingham and District Branch,” without reser- 
vation or condition. 


This generous gesture comes as a most welcome stimulus to the 
membership campaign that is now being launched by the Library Asso- 
ciation. Those resident in the counties of Warwick, Worcester, Stafford 
(South), Shropshire, Hereford, Gloucester, and Oxford, who desire to be 
associated with the activities of the new Branch, should communicate 
with the Honorary Secretary, Mr. F. J. Thacker, at the Public Reference 
Library, Birmingham. 

Guy W. Keerine, Secretary, The Library Association. 


APRIL MEETING. 


The meeting at Wimbledon on April 10th proved to be very enjoy- 
able, and the afternoon programme of sports was greatly appreciated. 
About 40 people were present. Despite the very high wind, the fine 
tennis courts set aside for the use of the Association were fully occupied. 
An excellent tea followed, and the afternoon proceedings concluded with 
dancing in the pavilion, where also vocal items were rendered by local 
ladies and gentlemen. Mr. Alderman Abbott, Chairman of the Wimbledon 
Park Estates Committee, extended to the Association a very hearty wel- 
come, to which Mr. Cooper briefly responded. 


The party was then conducted to the Wimbledon Public Library, 
where the evening functions were held. The Junior Section meeting was 
attended by over 20 persons, who listened to an excellent paper by Mr. 
W. G. Pugsley, of Kingston-on-Thames, on “How English Historical 
Literature grew.” Lack of time prevented any discussion. 


The main meeting, at which between 60 and 70 were present, fol- 
lowed immediately. Mr. Cooper took the chair, in the absence of Mr. A. 
Webb, who sent a letter of apology. The first business was the election 
of Messrs. Mackinnon, of Bethnal Green, and Newland, of Stepney, as 
Honorary Auditors. Miss D. I. Ashurst, of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, the 
chosen representative of the North-East Division, then delivered her 
paper, “ Present-day Mentality as Reflected in Public Reading,” in which 
she deplored the craze for “ thrillers” and enjoyment, without any desire 
for mental stimulus. She attributed this to the apathetic frame of mind, 
due possibly to the high speed at which we live nowadays. The press, 
once regarded as the fourth estate of the realm, now devoted its energies 
to sensation-mongering. Miss Ashurst concluded by appealing to librar- 
ians to endeavour to bring to the people’s notice the better class of liter- 
ature and so to improve their mentality. A very vigorous discussion 
followed, but Miss Ashurst ably replied to her critics. A vote of thanks 
was accorded to Mr. Bull, Chief Librarian of Wimbledon, and to his 
staff, for the excellent arrangements of the day’s proceedings, which had 
been carried out without a hitch. wor 


THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION AND AMALGAMATION. 


Ever since Lord Elgin’s earnest appeal for the unity of 
professional associations, made in his Presidential Address to 
the Jubilee Conference of the Library Association, the subject 
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has been uppermost in the minds of all thoughtful persons. 
For the past twelve months your Council has been seriously 
concerned with the problem, but no definite action was taken 
until December last, when the Council of the Library Associa- 
tion submitted a draft plan for amalgamation, together with 
an invitation to your Council to form a joint sub-committee 
to meet and consider the plan as a basis for a possible amalga- 
mation of the two associations. Your Council accepted the 
invitation and considered most carefully the submitted draft 
plan. The opinions and views of the Divisional members of 
the Council were obtained and given full consideration in con- 
nection with the amendments made to the plan. As far as 
possible a national view of the plan was sought and obtained. 
In February last the meeting of the joint sub-committee of 
the two associations was held at the headquarters of the 
Library Association, when there were present Messrs. Esdaile 
(Chairman), Jast, Nowell, and Savage (representing the 
Library Association), and Miss Appleby, Messrs. Chubb, 
Cooper, Jones, Sandry, and Webb (representing the Associa- 
tion of Assistant Librarians). At that meeting every altera- 
tion and amendment suggested by your Council was accepted 
and agreed to by the Library Association representatives. The 
amended draft plan was considered by your Council at its 
meeting in April, when yet another important amendment was 
recommended. This amendment was taken to the Library 
Association Council and accepted at its April meeting. 


The plan for amalgamation, as printed below, will be 
finally considered at the full May meeting of the Council, and 
if endorsed, ballot papers will be issued to all members in time 
for the result to be announced at the Annual Meeting of the 
Association in June. 


The plan is printed (together with the Library Association 
bye-laws) in order that every member may be able to give the 
scheme that earnest, serious and unbiassed consideration that 
it merits and demands, and that every member may be fully 
aware of the important principle the scheme involves. The 
Council cannot impress too much the seriousness and import- 
ance of all this upon the members, and trusts that the members 
will respond to the duty now imposed upon them. The plan 
as now printed may, as the result of its consideration by the 
May Council, be slightly altered, but whatever plan is passed 
by the Council will be printed and circulated to each member 
with a ballot paper. 
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An opportunity will be given at the May meeting of the 
Association for an expression of any views or observations to 
be made upon the scheme as now printed. 


PROPOSED PLAN FOR THE AMALGAMATION OF THE 
ASSOCIATION OF ASSISTANT LIBRARIANS 
AND THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION. 


(1) The Association of Assistant Librarians shall be a 
section of the Library Association in accordance with Bye- 
laws E8 to E16 of the Library Association. 


(2) The Association of Assistant Librarians shall be 
known as the Association of Assistant Librarians (in affilia- 
tion with the Library Association) or by any other title 
selected by its members provided always that the title chosen 
shall indicate the connection and/or union with the Library 
Association. 


(3) The Association of Assistant Librarians as a Section 
shall retain its present constitution subject to amendments by 
its own members at any time. 


(4) The Association of Assistant Librarians shall be en- 
titled to the sectional representation of two councillors upon 
the Council of the Library Association (hereinafter called the 
National Council) as provided for in Bye-law B5 of the Library 
Association, and shall further be entitled to nominate three of 
its members not being already Councillors of the Library Asso- 
ciation to serve upon each of the Library Association Com- 
mittees for Education, Publications and Membership. 


(5) One of the sectional representatives of the Associa- 
tion of Assistant Librarians upon the National Council shall 
serve upon the Library Association Committee for Finance 
and one upon the Executive Committee of the Library Asso- 
ciation. 


(6) The membership of the Association of Assistant 
Librarians immediately after union shall be in two divisions : 
(a) members of the Library Association, who shall pay the 
appropriate subscriptions of the Library Association without 
any addition, and (b) members of the Association of Assistant 
Librarians not being members of the Library Association, who 
shall be known as Transitional Members and shall continue to 
pay the subscriptions which are demanded from members of 
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the Association of Assistant Librarians at the date of this 
agreement, and shall enjoy all the privileges of membership 
of the Library Association as provided for in Bye-law A7, ex- 
cepting in so far as modified by paragraph 12 of this agree- 
ment. 


(7) The Association of Assistant Librarians as a section 
shall be bound not to enrol new members after the first day 
of January, nineteen hundred and thirty, other than in accord- 
ance with Bye-laws A3 to A6 of the Library Association, and 
it shall be a part of the policy of the new Section to persuade 
Transitional Members to become members of the Library 
Association under Bye-laws A3 to A6. 


(8) The subscriptions of the members of the Association 
of Assistant Librarians when formed as a Section shall be col- 
lected by the officers of the Section and shall be paid into the 
funds of the Library Association in such manner as may be 
hereafter determined. 


(9) The National Council shall pay to the Association of 
Assistant Librarians for its expenses as a Section an annual 
sum to the ratio of income at present received from existing 
members of the Association of Assistant Librarians, i.e., at the 
tate of £30 per 100 members. 


(10) The Association of Assistant Librarians as a Section 
shall retain any balance of monies in its possession at the date 
of the union, and its Benevolent Fund shall remain the pro- 
perty of the Section and be under its control. 


(11) The Association of Assistant Librarians as a Section 
shall be wholly responsible for the editing, publication, and 
distribution of the “Library Assistant.” All publications at 
present in possession of the Association of Assistant Librar- 
ians shall continue to remain the property of the Section and 
under its sole control. 


(12) All members of the new Section shall receive the 
“Library Assistant,” as published, but notwithstanding the 
provision in Bye-law A7 Transitional Members shall not be 
entitled to receive the “ Library Association Record,” as pub- 
lished, and shall not be entitled to Registration under Bye- 
laws Al0 to Al2 of the Library Association. 


(13) The Association of Assistant Librarians as a Section 
shall control and direct all the correspondence courses of the 
United Library Association, provided always that the courses 








102 


are conducted in accordance with the policy of the Education 
Committee of the Library Association. 


(14) The National Council shall nominate a member of 
the Association of Assistant Librarians Section to serve upon 
the Committee of the University of London School of Librar- 
ianship. 


(15) The re-organisation consequent upon the union shall 
be carried out under conditions to be mutually agreed upon 
by the Association of Assistant Librarians Section and the 
Librarian Association Council. 


(16) The Association of Assistant Librarians as a Section 
shall not give less than twelve months’ notice of its desire to 
determine this agreement. 


(17) This agreement shall come into force on the first 
day of January, nineteen hundred and thirty. 


ON BOOK REVIEWING. 
(continued from page 82). 


By James A. Burnett 
(Sunderland Public Libraries). 


What between the irrelevancy of the signed review and 
the dulness (though quite unnecessarily dull, as Mr. Jast says) 
of the anonymous one, it would almost seem that as good a 
review as any can be found in the pages of “ Punch,” of whose 
rhyming reviews, that of Belloc’s “ But soft, we are observed,” 
is a good sample. There is more good and really illuminating 
pe ee in these verses than is to be found in many a column 
article! 


In trying to decide what it is we really want from these 
book reviewers, we cannot escape an enquiry into the nature 
of literary criticism on which reviewing is based, at least in 
the case of works of the imagination, with which I am prim- 
arily concerned. Reviews of the literature of fact and in- 
formation have also aroused discussion at and since Blackpool, 
chiefly by Mr. Berwick Sayers, but I regard them as in an 
entirely different category, requiring quite different treat- 
ment, with which I do not propose to deal. 





* A paper read at a Meeting of the Association of Assistant Librarians (North- Bast 
Division) in the Public Library, South Shields, on 12th December, 1928. 
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The nature of literary criticism raises many fundamental 
questions of zsthetics, which I cannot possibly expound in a 
short paper, even if I were qualified. But we must, if we are 
to see clearly what is the matter with book reviewing, hold 
some definite opinions about what criticism really is, even if 
they are only in the nature of working hypotheses. Perhaps 
I may be permitted to quote one or two passages, which will 
illustrate the tenets on which all the foregoing remarks are 
founded, better than I can by my own exposition. Mr. Osbert 
Burdett, speaking of Mr. Arthur Symons in “ The Beardsley 
period,” says of him: 


“He is interested only in first principles, and it seems to him 
that to study first principles we must wait for them until they 
are made flesh and dwell among us . . . He does not further 
define what these principles of criticism are, the truth of 
course, being that his real test has been, not a series of verb- 
ally capturable definitions, but the degree of intuition and of 
good taste in the critic himself. To say that such a test 
cannot be defined is very far from denying its existence. 
Neither life nor beauty can be caught in the gin of logical 
terms: they are primary simplicities to be reasoned from, 
and not about. A man recognises, or fails to recognise their 
quality . . . Asin art, beautiful things are the only beauty, 
so the definition of the quality of beauty in each of them is 
the only satisfying criticism.” 

“Tf criticism,” Mr. Le Gallienne remarked, “must be 
dubbed a science at all, its place is rather among the occult 
sciences, and the divining rod an appropriate symbol of its 
method.” 


Carlyle has said : “ Taste, if it means anything but a paltry 
connoisseurship, must mean a general susceptibility to truth 
and nobleness, a sense to discern and a heart to love and rever- 
ence all beauty, order and goodness, wheresoever and in what- 
soever forms and accomplishments they are to be seen.” 


These passages should be sufficient to indicate the positive 
qualities of the ideal reviewer—a counsel of perfection. If we 
want to tell a good reviewer from a bad one we should expect 
the possession of these qualities in some measure to be the 
sign of a good reviewer. How are we to know a bad reviewer? 
There are several things we must watch out for, and be on our 
guard against, in order not to be deceived by a bad reviewer. 


__ First I would mention the wilful obscurity that is displayed 
in some books, whose writers apparently try to cover up their 
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lack of knowledge and convictions by a cloud of words. Such 
books often receive glowing reviews, and when a paper, or 
one of the reviewers, repeatedly praises such books, he is to be 
suspected ! 


We have also to be on guard against the veteran celebrity, 
who is “truckling and over-generous,” and against the con- 
ceited young man or woman, who writes more to display his 
or her own cleverness than the character of the book reviewed, 
to paraphrase Mr. Swinnerton. Or the very inexperienced 
reviewer, with insufficient grounding in the classics, may be 
easily deceived by a specious work, and write fulsomely of 
what may be worthless, and forgotten to-morrow. Most of 
these faults can be discerned if we examine critically the 
quality of writing in the review. Conceit and inexperience 
especially, readily give themselves away, but the catholic mind 
and finely tempered judgment shine through everything they 
produce. This leads me to another fault to watch for—that 
of verbosity, or padding. Reviewers frequently write some- 
thing for the sake of writing something. They are troubled at 
times, like all journalists, by what Mr. Augustine Birrell called 
“the necessity of saying something and the difficulty of hav- 
ing nothing to say.” Mr. Squire himself gave an amusing 
instance of this in his paper at Blackpool. Miss Edith Wharton 
has, so to speak, caught them red-handed, as she relates in her 
article “A Cycle of Reviewing,” which appeared in the recent 
Centenary number of “The Spectator.” 


The result of our investigations points to the conclusion 
that reviews which will satisfy both librarians and the general 
public demand a very high standard of qualifications in the 
reviewer. If it were possible to summarise all that is desired 
in two words, it might be said that reviews must be, before 
everything, readable, to satisfy the news editor, who satisfies 
the public ; and informative, if they are to be of value to librar- 
ians. It does not seem theoretically impossible to have these 
two virtues combined in the majority of reviews. As Mr. Jast 
wrote in his oft-quoted letter, “I do not see why this limita- 
tion [he is referring to the subordination of the ordinary re- 
viewer’s individuality to the book in hand] should entail dul- 
ness, any more than why the leader on the political situation 
need be dull because it expresses something more general than 
the elaborated personal view of the writer.” But in practice, 
both as regards reviews and leaders, readability and informa- 
tive value seem to be present in inverse proportion, as if they 
each exercised a pull, but in opposite directions. 
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Possibly this may be due, in the case of reviews, to the 
fact that many reviewers are over-worked. They get too 
many books to review, and ostensibly to read, and inevitably 
become stale. It is exhausting brainwork, best done in small 
quantities, otherwise the quality is bound to suffer. Mr. 
Gerald Gould signs a column-and-a-half article in “The 
Observer” every week, in which he reviews never less than 
six novels, and sometimes twice as many. In addition, he re- 
views the same number in “ The Daily News” every Monday, 
and this does not exhaust his journalistic work. If he reads 
conscientiously through the whole six or more each week, of 
which I have grave doubts, I do not see how he can have time 
or inclination for much else, judging by the effect that three 
novels in one week once had upon myself. Possibly practice 
makes perfection, but I at least have no intention of persever- 
ing at this form of endurance test. What, then, can we think 
of the five gentlemen whom Mr. Belloc evidently knows 
“quite intimately,” as he relates in his “ Conversation with an 
angel,” and who “ review novels (if I may say so respectfully) 
in the bulk; as men scrape fish in a fish shop. They them- 
selves deal with 20 novels a week.” 


The remedy is to have more reviewers, but as I have all 
along been pleading for better reviewers, we seem to be on the 
horns of a dilemma—unless we can extend the field of selection 
beyond those classes of men to whom the work is at present 
offered. One thinks at once of our centres of learning—our 
universities. But university professors and lecturers already 
do a considerable amount of reviewing, the more celebrated 
ones having their names printed at the top, and my own opinion 
is that no worse reviewing is to be found. They nearly all 
have a pet theory, to expound which they seize such an oppor- 
tunity as a review, so that the poor author’s book becomes a 
mere peg on which to hang a professor’s idiosyncrasy. Or 
they are young, brilliant and ambitious, and are not to be ex- 
pected to refuse any opportunity of advertising the fact, with 
detrimental effect on that “informative value” in a review 
which librarians look for. No, we may find a few suitably 
qualified reviewers here and there at our universities, but I do 
not think it is there that we shall find the solution of our 
problem. 


What of another profession—our own? Why not send 
out books for review to librarians and their assistants, thus 
killing two birds with one stone, as such opportunities for 
detailed inspection would greatly simplify the task of book 
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selection? Surely we, as a professional body of men and 
women, are as well and probably better qualified for the work, 
as any other. The very fact that we are necessarily in such 
close touch with the work of reviewers, and having selected 
books on their recommendations, have so many opportunities 
of seeing where they have failed, is an important qualification. 
There would be little doubt of the reviews being informative, 
and of their being confined strictly to the book under review. 
But would they be readable enough to command the space we 
would like in the pages of our newspapers? Have we enough 
men, who can combine with the technical job of reviewing, a 
charm of style which would hold the average reader’s atten- 
tion? With regard to this latter aspect, I dare not commit 
myself further than to say “ Some would and some wouldn’t!” 


NOTES ON BOOKS AND AUTHORS 


V. 
PERSIAN PICTURES. 
By GERTRUDE BELL. 


Holy dervishes, porters laden with spices and ambergris, 
veiled women, the luscious blood-red fruit of the pomegranate, 
and, above all, jewels—“ wands and sceptres set from end to 
end with spirals of turquoise and sapphire ”—what enchanted 
dreams of the East do these recall! It is to such a land that 
we are taken by Gertrude Bell in Persian Pictures, and her col- 
oured, brilliant descriptions transport us there as successfully 
as any flying carpet of the Arabian Nights. A land of palaces 
and rose gardens and orange groves! Persians still sit listen- 
ing to story-tellers, they serve repasts of minces wrapped in 
vine leaves, sugared fruits and sherbert, while after dusk, the 
twanging lute of a musician mingles with the nightingale’s 
song. The magic of an Eastern night! “Surely,” says the 
author, “if Shaharazad had but once conducted her lord to 
his open window, she might have spared her fertile imagina- 
tion many an effort.” 


One of the most charming “ pictures” is that of Sheikh 
Hassan, Miss Bell’s Persian teacher. Their conversations 
were carried on in French, but as Hassan had taught himself 
that language, it proved rather an imperfect medium. His 
knowledge of French genders was limited to the masculine; 
thus a Persian poet’s rapturous description of his beloved 
suffered somewhat in translation. When Tehran was threat- 
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ened by cholera, Sheikh Hassan worried terribly about his 
family. “For thirty-seven nights, I lay awake and considered 
what could be done for my children’s safety.” Presumably he 
would have continued considering, but the danger of infection 
passed, so, on the thirty-eighth night he was able to sleep. 


An afternoon call in Persia is a very important affair and 
no ceremony proper to the occasion must be omitted. It is 
delightful to read the account of two visits paid to the Assayer 
of Provinces. His daughters were brought up in accordance 
with strict Mohammedan principles, but in spite of veils and 
cumbersome robes, they were excellent at fly-fishing. One 
marvels at their zeal and energy in pursuing a sport under 
such difficulties. The second afternoon call took place when 
the family were residing some distance from Tehran, in the 
mountains. A heavy hail-storm overtook the English visitors 
and they arrived soaking wet. They sat shivering with cold, 
while a biting wind blew through the tent door, and for their 
refreshment, the customary lemon ices were served! 


Among the glories of Persia are the wonderful gardens, 
like oases in the desert. There grow white roses, violets, 
jessamine, and petunias, birds warble unceasingly, fountains 
send up shimmering cascades of silvery spray, and the broad 
leaves of the plane tree hide the burning sun. Can one wonder 
that Persians love to sing of their cool, flowery paradises, and 
that the last prayer of one poet was “ that he might be buried 
in a rose-garden, where the scented petals would fall softly 
upon his head and remind him after his death of the joys he 
had loved on earth?” 

MARGARET STEWART Taylor, 
Coventry Public Libraries. 


A “BOOK QUESTION” COMPETITION. 
A Note by Miss D. Grace Brince (Ipswich Public Libraries). 


The mind of youth is a wonderful but fearsome thing. 
Such at least is the conclusion one draws after reading some 
of the answers to a certain “ Book Question ” competition. 


_ The competition in question took place at a Branch 
Library on two evenings following lectures, and took alto- 
gether about forty minutes. 


_ The questions, about twenty-five in all, were concerned 
chiefly with the books on the juvenile shelves, but a few dealt 
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with well-known authors with whose works most of them had 
come in contact. 


There were about sixty entrants, all between the ages of 
ten and fourteen, whose intentions were brilliant, and who cer- 
tainly showed vivid imaginations if not accurate knowledge. 
Some of us were undoubtedly surprised to hear that the “ Tale 
of Two Cities” was written by David Copperfield, and that 
Tennyson was the originator of Jungle Tales. However, there 
was even more varied information to come. How many of 
us know that a biography is “ something with Two Legs ?” 
That I think, is a piece of very useful information for librar- 
ians. In future, if a borrower wants a large volume of Glad- 
stone’s or Shakespeare’s life, we have only to call, or set it 
on the floor, and it will be able to run to the counter by itself. 


Would Charles Kingsley have been flattered to learn that 
he was the author of “Ivanhoe,” or rather “ Hivanowe,” as 
some bright lad spells it? Personally, I think Rowena would 
have been rather annoyed to have found herself under the sea 
with all those babies, and with Mrs. Do-as-you-would-be-done- 
by, looming in the distance. 


The Great White Horse Hotel is well known to lovers of 
Dickens because of Mr. Pickwick, but one female competitor, 
when asked what famous man visited that hotel thought him 
far too unimportant. Her answer was “ Mr. Lobby Lud.” 
What a thing is “ Fame!” 


Probably my question, “ What famous Churchman was 
connected with Ipswich” was rather misleading, but I cer- 
tainly meant Wolsey, and was not thinking of Tobacco! 


In spite of these well intentioned efforts, the results on 
the whole were satisfactory, and the winner only lost three 
marks. 


THE DIVISIONS. 


YORKSHIRE DIVISION. 


The Inaugural Meeting of the Division was held at the West Riding 
County Library Headquarters, Wakefield, on 20th March. This was the 
first opportunity presented to the Yorkshire Division of visiting the 
headquarters of a county library, and the attendance was very large, 
close upon 70 members being present. 


The County Hall was first visited. Members were conducted round 
the various rooms and departments, including the Council Chambers and 
Council Library. Members were then afforded an opportunity of 
inspecting the County Library Repository. The premises are new, 
spacious and up-to-date, and the roof-lighting and planning of the de- 
partment do the utmost credit to the county library movement. 
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Miss K. E. Overbury, the County Librarian, next gave an interesting 
outline of the work of the County Library, which covers circulating 
libraries in a large number of villages and hamlets, educational libraries 
for teachers, students and children attending schools, and the supply of 
wall pictures for decoration and instruction at elementary schools. It 
was pointed out that the stock of books carried was 122,505, including 
106,250 for the circulating public library, and 16,255 for educational pur- 
poses. The headquarters include a repository with an accommodation 
for 60,000 books. The area served comprises two boroughs and 581 
urban and parish districts. 


County Councillor R. M. Grylls welcomed the members on behalf of 
the West Riding Education Committee. He said that librarians repre- 
sented a profession of great and growing importance in the intellectual 
and social life of the nation. One of the many duties falling to the 
lot of the librarian was that of warning the people regarding the less 
desirable literary works. Among the great and good books published 
there were many publications which, to all appearances were not good, 
and it is the duty of the librarian to discriminate a little. Mr. J. H. 
Hallam, Chief Educational Officer for the West Riding, said the connec- 
tion between the school and the libraries was a very real one, which was 
being realised by important bodies like library committees and education 
committees. Mr. Hallam stated that the teacher from whom he received 
the most, was the man who made it necessary for him to go to the public 
library. Replying on behalf of the Division, Mr. G. W. Strother (Leeds) 
stated that it was an inspiration to be welcomed in such a warm and 
cordial manner. Mr. T. W. Muskett (Huddersfield) in seconding Mr. 
Strother’s remarks, ‘said that the West Riding County Library scheme 
was a credit to the educational activities of Yorkshire and to the whole 
library movement. 


Tea was very kindly provided by Sir Percy Jackson, Chairman of the 
West Riding Educational Committee. 


After tea Miss E. F. Wragg (West Riding County Library), Presi- 
dent of the Yorkshire Division, delivered her presidential address entitled 
“Listeners.” Miss Wragg based her address on the poem by Walter De 
La Mare of the same title, and brought in, in a very interesting manner, 
library activities and the part which they play in the educational work 
of the country. The activities within our Association were spoken of; 
how we were not aware of the work of pioneers—we remained but lis- 
teners, listening to the wealth of information which they poured out, 
and yet we failed to answer. This attitude of listening and waiting for 
others to work out the value of new theories does not materially help 
us. It is not until we actually try to do, or learn a subject ourselves that 
we can thoroughly appreciate the efforts and work of others. It is no 
use to listen only, we must work out the value of new ideas and ventures. 
Then if we assure ourselves that there is some good in them we should 
act upon them and not be content to let others “ try things out.” 


Speaking in appreciation of Miss Wragg’s address Mr. Firth (Shef- 
field) mentioned the radio circles which were organised and conducted 
with great success at Coventry and Sheffield. He told how books from 
the bibliography of the B.B.C. were taken and discussed by an enthus- 
iastic circle of readers under an appointed leader. The numbers attend- 
ing these radio circles had constituted a very gratifying feature. Several 
members took part in a very interesting discussion. Arising out of the 
discussion, a resolution was proposed by Miss Wragg and seconded by 
Mr. Muskett, to the effect that the correct classification places of the 
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afternoon paper of section three (L.A. examinations) be published in at 
least one professional periodical within two months of the date of the 
examination. The resolution was unanimously supported. 


_ The meeting, which had been a great success in every respect, closed 
with votes of thanks to the individuals and bodies responsible for the 
excellent facilities and hospitality. 


SOUTH-EASTERN DIVISION. 


The Quarterly Meeting of the South-Eastern Division of the Asso- 
ciation of Assistant Librarians was held at the Public Library, on Wed- 
nesday, the 17th inst., when in addition to local members representatives 
from Brighton, Chichester, Hastings, and Hove, attended. There were 
also present, Miss Marian Frost, F.L.A., Chief Librarian and Curator, 
Worthing, Councillors Mrs. Lawson, J. H. Brierley, E. Kilner Berry, 
Mrs. Milbank Smith, and Mr. Leonard Watts (Members of the Public 
Library Committee). 


In the afternoon, a visit was paid, through the kindness of the pro- 
prietors, to the printing offices of the “ Worthing Gazette,” where the 
members were shown the printing of the weekly issue of the paper then 
in process. 


Tea was served at the Pier Pavilion, where the party were the guests 
of Miss Frost, who subsequently presided over the evening meeting held 
in the Art Gallery, which took the form of a symposium on “ Modern 
British Drama.” 


Apologies, regretting their inability to be present, were received 
from Councillor Major-General R. E. Vaughan, C.B. (Chairman of the 
Library, Museum and Art Gallery Committee), Alderman G. B. Bennett, 
Alderman A. Nichols, Councillor Miss Walter, Mr. P. Twine, Rev. G. 
Wheeler, and Mr. H. 'D. Roberts, M.B.E. (Brighton). 


An introductory paper outlining the me a of British Drama 
during the present century, was read by Miss E. Gerard (President of 
the South-Eastern Division), which was followed “by five shorter papers, 
each dealing with the work of an outstanding dramatist of the period. 
The paper on — Galsworthy was contributed by Mr. E. Male 
(Brighton); on Sean O’Casey, by Miss G. L. Dean (Worthing); on Eden 
Phillpotts, by Miss Gray (Hastings), and on Noel Coward, by Miss W. 
Fox (Worthing). A discussion followed, and a vote of thanks to the 
authors of the papers was moved by Mr. A. Webb (Brighton), President 
of the Association of Assistant Librarians. 


Other votes of thanks were also passed to the Public Library, 
Museum and Art Gallery Committee for the use of the Art Gallery, to 
the proprietors of the “ Worthing Gazette,” for kindly affording facilities 
for the inspection of their printing works, and to Miss Frost for hos- 
pitality and for presiding over the evening meeting. 


SOUTH-WESTERN DIVISION. 
Next meeting will be held at Winchester, on May &th. 
3 p.m.—Meet in Abbey Grounds. Walk to St. Catherine’s Hill. 
5 p.m—Tea, by invitation of Winchester Staff. 
6 p.m.—Meeting, followed by reading of essays for Magazine evening. 


Please notify Mr. Pepper, the City Librarian, of your intention 
to attend the meeting, by May 6th. 
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OUR LIBRARY. 


A Primer of Book-collecting, by John T. Winterich. Edited for 
English readers by Raymond Dean. (Cloth; pp. 189; 
8 by 5 in.; Allen @ Unwin; 7s. 6d. net.) 


Mr. Winterich makes an entertaining plea for the adoption 
of book-collection as a satisfying and profitable hobby. It is 
rather grudgingly admitted by the editor in a footnote that: 


“There are other pleasures of book-collecting, one of 
which certainly should be mentioned, as well as lauded— 
the pleasure of the man who gathers books for research 
and the sake of knowledge. There are bookmen who col- 
lect books almost solely with this object, and they perform 
an admirable service to literature.” 


Queer people, we can hear him saying, but every man to 
his taste! The author’s, it will have been gathered, is not for 
books as books, but for the joy of possessing something rare. 
To the mere literary man, Mr. Winterich would say “If you 
must collect books, do not spend money on editions which 
will be worthless in a few years, but try to collect copies which 
will always fetch a good price.” Many first editions, he points 
out, especially of new publications, can be bought quite 
cheaply, and a collection acquired with intelligence and good 
taste will almost certainly appreciate in value. The greater 
part of the book contains a readable summary of the main 
points of book-collecting from this point of view, illustrated 
by quotation of current prices. The characteristics of first 
editions, “ association” books, book rareties, “ first issues ” of 
first editions, as well as the best methods of collecting, are 
succinctly and lucidly noted. 


Anxiety to levy his quota of examples from both old and 
new books, has led Mr. Winterich to venture rather con- 
fidently into the arena of criticism and literary history. 
“ Books like Pilgrim’s Progress, the Waverley Novels, Vanity 
Fair, and Jew Suss do not,” he says, “ appear every day ”; and, 
again, “I venture to say not many well read men and women 
have heard of George Peele.” It rather appears that if one of 
Peele’s books had not been sold for £700, the author himself 
would not have heard of him. At any rate, he can imagine 
no reason why the man uninterested in book-rarities should 
have done so. Apart from a rather irritating tendency to 
appraise books and writers only from the rarity of their pub- 
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lications, the author has accumulated a mass of extremely use- 
ful information, and his references to the early days of print- 
ing, though concerned only to explain the rarity of early 
printed books, illustrate some interesting features of the 15th 
century book trade. As an introduction to the intricacies of 
rare book collecting, it is difficult to imagine how his book 
could be improved upon. 


K. G. H. 


POEMS FROM A PRIVATE ANTHOLOGY. 
V. 
THE DEATH OF A FARMER. 


Though these he has lost for ever, wind and sun 
Do not forsake the grain he could not reap; 

True to their phantom husbandry, they run 
Sickling a mile of silver in one sweep. 


Ss. S. 


SHORT NOTICES. 


South African Library Conference, Bloemfontein, Nov., 1928. 


These pages contain the resolutions of the conference and the prin- 
cipal addresses delivered. The conference cannot fail to be a landmark 
in South African Library history. The Chairman, we are glad to notice, 
wisely told the gathering that although the financial assistance that was 
expected from the Carnegie Corporation would be of inestimable value, 
yet “the only lasting and sure foundation” for the South African Library 
Movement was self-help and self-support. Messrs. Milton J. Ferguson 
State Librarian of California, and S. A. Pitt, City Librarian, Glasgow, 
gave short addresses, which are here reprinted. The findings and 
recommendations are of the utmost importance and reflect great credit 
on the committees responsible for them. 


Dorset County Library: Classified Catalogue of Sociology, 
Language and Science. 


Colchester : 34th Annual Report, 1928. 
Borrowers : 3,328; Total Issues: 144,632; Stock: 29,867. 
Halifax Readers’ Guide, March, 1929. 
University of London, University College. Report, 1928-1929. 


The Director of the School of Librarianship reports on the Ninth 
Session. There were 77 full-time and 52 part-time students during the 
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session, making a total of 129, of whom the majority were women. This 
is the largest aggregate number of students in the school in any one 
year, and is mainly due to the students who are studying under the L.C.C. 
grant. There were 32 candidates for Part I. of the Diploma, of whom 22 
passed, and 41 for Part II. and the whole of the Diploma, of whom 27 
passed, 7 failed, and 7 were referred in one subject. The Sir John 
MacAlister Medal was won by Mr. E. E. Smart, and the Director’s Prize 
for Book Selection was awarded to Mr. W. W. King. The report, as 
usual, is execrably printed and produced. One hears much academic 
criticism of the bad production of many library catalogues. There are 
few catalogues or bulletins known to us which are printed from such 
battered, unsightly type, and which present in general, such a dismally 
dull exterior and interior. 


British Library of Political and Economic Science. Bulletin. 
Contains a valuable and unique bibliography on the Channel Tunnel. 


The Library Review: Spring Number, 1929. (Published at 
Coatbridge, Scotland, 8/- per annum). 


Contents: A travel-book causerie, by H. M. Tomlinson; The Student 
and his keys, by Arundell Esdaile; Town Libraries in France, by Henri 
Lemaitre; More and Better Books, by Edward Green; Surrey County 
Library, by M. J. Powell; and the usual features. 


This number is the first at the increased price, and it is well worth 
it. There is no independent magazine dealing with Library affairs pub- 
lished either in the U.S.A. or the United Kingdom which can approach 
The Library Review for interest, value and general attractiveness. It is 
always eminently readable, which is, alas, more than one can say for 
many library magazines. 


The Countryman, Vol. 3, No. 1. (Idbury, Kingham, Oxford, 
2/6 net). 


Contents: A Grave-digger’s diary, 1814-1831; The Country-house 
aeroplane; More Machinery in the fields; Rural authors—Hilda Rose; 
My adventures as a tramp and a thief; Six Years’ farming; etc. This 
issue is packed tight with brevities of country life. Such are the variety 
and interest of its contents that there must be few countrymen indeed, 
be they squire or peasant, who can fail to enjoy it, and profit by it. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


The Editor, 
THE Liprary ASSISTANT. 


S1r,—We understand from an item in the March number of the 
Library Association Record that it is hoped to take the final decision 
on the union of the L.A. and A.A.L. at the L.A. Conference, to be held 
at Brighton in September next. 


Before the amalgamation takes place we would urge upon the Council 
of the A.A.L. the necessity for obtaining the views of the WHOLE OF 
THE MEMBERS upon this important question. 
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So far, the resolutions (favourable and otherwise), which have been 
passed at the Divisional meetings, represent the voting of the members 
present at those meetings and do not necessarily represent the opinions 
of the Divisions as a whole; nor do they carry any obligation on the 
part of those who vote in favour of amalgamation to join the L.A. 


The economic side of the question, which has received but scant 
consideration, is one of real difficulty to a large number of library assist- 
ants. Our experience in collecting subscriptions for the A.A.L. shows 
that it is by no means an easy task to collect the modest sum of 7/- 
per annum, but to multiply that amount by at least three (10/6 subscrip- 
tion and 10/6 registration fee) and collect it will, in many cases, be im- 
possible, so that many members of the A.A.L. will drop behind in their 
subscriptions and cease to belong to any association. 


Many members of the A.A.L. who express themselves in favour of 
amalgamation do so in deference to the wishes of their chiefs, and do 
not seem to realise that if they vote in its favour they are morally bound 


to join the L.A. and support their vote by paying an increased subscrip- 
tion. 


We therefore suggest that a voting paper containing the following 
two questions be sent to every member of the A.A.L. :— 


Are you in favour of amalgamation with the Library Association? 


In the event of amalgamation being carried are you prepared to 
become a member of the Library Association and to continue 
your subscription to the Association? 


A table of subscriptions plus registration fee should be given on the 


reverse side of the voting paper so that each person shall know the 
extent of his (or her) obligations. 


Rates of Subscription payable by Members of the Library 


Association. 
Registration Total for 
Salary. Subscription Fee. first year. 
Not exceeding £150 ... Paes 10s. 6d. 10s. 6d. 41 1s. 0d. 
Exceeding £150 and not ex- 21s. Od. 10s. 6d. 41 11s. 6d. 
ceeding £300. 
Exceeding £300 aie «— Za 10s. 6d. £2 12s. 6d. 


The voting should be by ballot, each voter forwarding his (or her) 
paper direct to the Hon. Sec. of the A.A.L. in a separate sealed envelope. 
No person should be instructed or permitted to collect or forward the 
voting paper of another. 


The Hon. Sec. of the Library Association in an article on “The new 
bye-laws and why they are necessary,” points out that in the near future 
the minimum subscription to the L.A. may be raised to a guinea and a 
half. 


Before voting in favour of amalgamation with the L.A. members of 
the A.A.L. should be advised that when once they have amalgamated it 
is possible, indeed probable, that the Council of the L.A. may by a pro- 
cess as simple as making a chalk mark, raise the minimum subscription 
to a guinea and a half plus registration fee. 
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We are forwarding a copy of this letter to the Editor of “The 
Library Assistant.” 
Yours faithfully, 
SIDNEY A. FIRTH, 
H. W. MARR, 
(Sheffield Public Libraries). 


[We have published this letter by special request, although the desive of 
the writers has been anticipated by the Council. It has always been, 
in fact, the intention of the Council to make the final decision of this 
important question a matter for the consideration of the individual 
member. The Council have given the problem very careful considera- 
tion and have done what they can to present a cleay and acceptable 
scheme for the consideration of the whole Association. We think 
the writers ave distinctly at fault when they include Registration fee in 
their calculations. Thts ts surely a quite separate item which does not 
affect all members, and which in any case need not be met in the first 
year of transition—Hon. Epitor.] 


NEW MEMBERS : 


Associates —Cecil A. Part, Leslie William Welch (Bermondsey) ; 
Winifred A. Calnan, George E. Bragg, Ernest W. Chappel, and William 
E. Painter (Stepney). 


Members.—Henry G. T. Christopher, Sidney A. J. Hampton, Thomas 
J. Jones, Frank Marsh (Bermondsey); Wm. A. S. H. Smith (Chatham); 
Kathleen Joan Talboys (Bath); Grahame Wells (Wimbledon); Harry 
Earl Whiteley (Grimsby). 


Midland Division—Associate: R. T. Bradley. 


South Western Division—Members: Harry T. Bridle, Ethel James, 
and Henry F. Johnstone (Poole). 





You will find it difficult to obtain a good appoint- 
ment without qualifying for Registration by the 
Library Association. After January, 1930, you will not 
be allowed to enter for the examinations conducted by 
the Library Association unless you are a member of 
that body or of the Association of Assistant Librarians. 


JOIN NOW! 











APPOINTMENTS. 


Berunat, Green.—*Mr. J. G. O’Leary, formerly Second Assistant at 
the Bethnal Green Library, has been promoted to fill the position of 
Chief Assistant, left vacant as a consequence of Mr. Seymour Smith’s 
appointment at Hornsey. Mr, O’Leary has been placed in Grade C of 
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the Council’s Grading Scheme (London District Council Scheme). *Mr. 
Mackinnon has been promoted to Second Assistant (Reference Depart- 
ment) on Grade B, and *Mr. H. Marshall to Third Assistant. 


SHEFFIELD.—Miss E. M. Macdonald, Senior Assistant, Cataloguing 
Department, Sheffield Public Libraries, to be Assistant-in-Charge of the 
Local Collection, Reference Library, at a commencing salary of £153, 
rising to £220. Miss Macdonald possesses the Northern Universities’ 
Matriculation and four L. A. Certificates (one “with honours.”) 


FuiHAM.—Miss GweEnpbo.In REEs, F.L.A. (Hons. Diploma), Librarian- 
in-charge, North Library, Fulham, has been promoted to the position of 
Deputy Librarian, Fulham Public Libraries. Salary: £200—£250, plus 
modified bonus. 


Natrona, Lrperar, Crus.—Mr. E. Austin Hinton, B.A., the Librarian 
of the Newcastle Literary and Philosophical Society, has been appointed 
the Librarian to the National Liberal Club in succession to Mr. SAnoprr- 
son. The salary is £400 per annum, rising to a maximum of £600. The 
final selection also included Mr. Acomb, and Mr. K. G. Hunt, B.A,, of 
Tottenham Public Libraries. 


*Member of the Association of Assistant Librarians. 































G. BLUNT & SONS 


Through our efforts, and at grea* expense, 
we were instrumental in superseding 
the oversewn method of con- 
struction. 


Take advantage of the 
experience gained 
since the intro- 
duction of 
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OUR GUARANTEE 


All Books printed on spongy 
paper, guarded throughout 
with serrated paper guards. 
REBINDINGS AND ORNAMENTAL BINDINGS 





















4 Inspection of our new Works and Showroom by 
| } ublic Librarians and Assistants welcomed 
ul Send for List of Titles in our Crnamental Bindings. 


w medcterberes— North Acton Road, Harlesden, N.W.10 









































